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New Offens;ive rV‘Veapons of U.S. and Soviet Imperil Treuty's Plan to Keep Space Free of War
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after 10 years of public state- (©_establish long-time orbits;|
Ments deploring aggressive de. instead. they nib in and out of
signs on space, bul also that SPace quickly. as a trout leaps
it_appears to redefine ballistic briefly into the air from the
missiles as space weapons, in Surface of a lake
this view. The “space bus” Dr. Foster
Tacitly Excluded Before ~ 'cfcrred o is simply o clusier
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WASHINGTON, Dec. 26—Ten
wrs afier Sputnik, space s
becoming an arena for warlare
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that 1 ! . of warheads. all launched by
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orbital  hombardnient  svsten States and Russia have tacitly alee r
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Some offiviils ore concerned
that these announcrments her
ald a potential escalation of
strategic warfure. Others wel-
come what they consider a new
candor in dixcussing an existing
problem.
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defense rewar i S | )
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long-range artillery. {ably change the public thinking
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ipartial orbit, such as the Rus-i First, he Mas in effcct in

Spac o e i [fensive space|space for aggressive PUIPOses
space bus" nickname 1o the pirector of Defense Re- catcgory of ol e space|space geressive pury
American weipon. which weapons for the first time. Sect e ycary was wgned at a
ond, by admitting what WeaDon ;"\ hen the Administration
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kept spacc from indecd being the public, that Russia was
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A Limiting Definition

Technically, neitaer develop- Second. it was the Soviet an arena of warfare—he may testing the fractional orbital
ment would he calied a space Unian—not the United States— have clarificd the public record bombardment — systent.— The
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hecause neither circles the earth space weapons by developing aggression in space. tem is not affected by
even once. the fractional orbital system, i Added to Category cause the weapon does not go
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fore, it would be hairsplitting last  Nov. 3. Administration

to deny that it was a space- sources concede that he did so missile explained o the Senate For-

borne weapon [because it was aiready an open The treaty on outer space|eign Relations Commitice last
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There is a double irony in the Defonse Department seemed therefore Socs not violate the Y Before the Foster specch, the
the fact that the United Stafes (o have let the Russians get a [ same kind of disclaimer could
Bias hecome the first nation o jump in strategic weapons by ‘A patural follow-on to the have been made for the Amer-
deciare. in effect. that space is.developing the fractional or- system, technically speaking, isican weapon as for the R'ussh\m
a medium for combat, accord- pital bombardment system. hat mititary men call “MOBS” one—that it did not violate the

. N ulti-orbit  bombardment treaty because it was  nof
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Efforts Recalled Foster was saying, in essence: system. Ol 3 e the- Foster “space bus”

First, it is the Uniled States  “"We. too, have some weap- clearly violate the uvdti\,d u: nickname—applicd to solve one
that has made the greatest ons capabilities in space. We M. McNamara did ot deal nicknateapb o0 8 OV S
effort. through legisiation. trea- have not been idle. We have extensively with that potERTE SE 0 B2 bservers to have posed
ements and ac- not let problems of the moment in discussing the fra & new set by further confusing
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observers s What_is _so_unusual _about striking: be p'ace
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